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heed to these requests, and Germany was virtually unable
to learn anything further, except as to the date when the
ultimatum would be presented and Berchtold's obstinacy
in rejecting German advice as to Italy.139
The German Foreign Office also applied for information
to the Austrian Ambassador in Berlin. Szogyeny's instruc-
tions were that he was not to show the ultimatum to Ger-
many until July 24, the morning after it had been delivered
in Belgrade. But Szogyeny now felt himself compelled to
telegraph to.Berchtold, that he "considered it uncondition-
ally necessary to inform the German Government at once,
that is, before the other Powers, in a strictly confidential
manner." And in a letter of the same day he wrote: "Jagow
gave me clearly to understand that Germany would natu-
rally stand behind us unconditionally and with all her
strength, but for this very reason it was of vital interest
to Germany to be informed betimes as to 'where our path
is leading to/ " 14° Accordingly, on the following afternoon,
July 22, Berchtold finally gave his consent, and Szogyeny
then showed the text of the ultimatum to Jagow.
After reading it on Wednesday evening, July 22, Jagow
told Szogyeny it was, in his opinion, "too sharp," and went
too far in its demands. He reproached the Austrian Ambas-
sador for thus communicating it only at the eleventh hour.
Szogyeny replied that nothing could be done about it, as
it had already been dispatched to Belgrade, and would be
presented there next morning, and officially published by the
Vienna telegraph agency at the same time.141
13» See the despatches from Tschirschky and Stolberg in Vienna,
July 17-21; KD., 65, 87, 88, 94, 95, 103, 104, 106.
140 Szogyeny to Berchtold, July 21; A.K3,, I, 39, 41.
i^i Jagow, Ursachen, p. 110, and Bethmann, Betrachtvutien, i, 139,
both state that Szogyeny said it would be presented "uext morning;" if
they are correct, this would be another instance of 6z6gyeny's inaccuracies
tending in the direction of aggravating the situation; it would make the
fait accompli seem even more irrevocable. Szogyeny himself made no
report to Berchtold on this conversation, or if he did, it has not been

